July 12, 2007 Baghdad airstrike 


The July 12, 2007 Baghdad airstrikes were a series of 
air-to-ground attacks conducted by a team of two US AH- 
64 Apache helicopters in Al-Amin al-Thaniyah, New 
Baghdad during the Iraqi insurgency which followed the 
Iraq War. The attacks received worldwide coverage fol¬ 
lowing the leaking of 39 minutes of classified gunsight 
footage in 2010, provoking ongoing global discussion on 
the legality and morality of the attacks. 

In the first strike, the crews of two Apaches directed 
30mm cannon fire at a group of ten Iraqi men stand¬ 
ing at a position (intersection) insurgents had previously 
used to shoot an American Humvee with small arms 
fire. Among the group were two Iraqi war correspondents 
working for Reuters, Saeed Chmagh and Namir Noor- 
Eldeen. Namir accomplished his objective with three 
photos of the Humvee which included the large dirt pile 
used as cover by insurgents to attack the Humvee earlier 
that morning. Seven men (including Noor-Eldeen) were 
killed during this first strike, and Saeed Chmagh was in¬ 
jured. 

The second strike, also using 30 mm rounds, was directed 
at a van whose driver, Saleh Matasher Tomal, appeared 
to happen to drive by and who proceeded to help the 
wounded Chmagh. However, in the long version of the 
video this van was targeted prior to the first engagement 
by one Apache (Crazyhorse 1/8) as it traveled south to¬ 
ward the Reuters employees who were, simultaneously, 
targeted by the other Apache (Crazyhorse 1/9) as they 
walked north on the same road toward the van. Minutes 
after the first engagement ended the van returned trav¬ 
eling in an opposite direction (north) once again on this 
same road. 

Two men assisting in the rescue effort were from a group 
of five standing at an intersection - seen in the upper right 
corner of the video when the Reuters employees arrive in 
the courtyard - reported to Apaches as being a second 
position combatants were using to attack the Humvee. 
Both of these men, Chmagh and Tomal, were killed in 
the second strike, and two of Tomal’s children were badly 
wounded. 

In a third strike Apache pilots watched people flee into 
a building and engaged that building with several AGM- 
114 Hellfire missiles. 

Reuters had unsuccessfully requested the footage of the 
airstrikes under the Freedom of Information Act in 2007. 
The footage was acquired from an undisclosed source in 
2009 by the leaks website WikiLeaks, which released the 
footage on April 5, 2010 under the name Collateral Mur¬ 


der. Recorded from the gunsight Target Acquisition and 
Designation System of one of the attacking helicopters, 
the video shows the incident and the radio chatter be¬ 
tween the aircrews and ground units involved. An anony¬ 
mous U.S. military official confirmed the authenticity of 
the footage. 171 


1 Context 

See also: 2007 in Iraq, Iraq War troop surge of 2007, 
and List of coalition military operations of the Iraq War 
§ 2007 

According to Tom Cohen, a reporter at CNN, “the sol¬ 
diers of Bravo Company, 2-16 Infantry had been under 
fire all morning from rocket-propelled grenades and small 
arms on the first day of Operation Ilaaj in Baghdad”. 
A1 Jazeera stated that the Army had received “reports of 
small arms fire”, but were unable to positively identify the 
gunmen. Apache helicopters were called in by a soldier 
in the Humvee (Hotel 2-6) under attack from the same 
position used by Namir Noor-Eldeen to photograph the 
vehicle. 191 According to a military review, soldiers in that 
company “had been under sporadic small arms and rocket 
propelled grenade fire since” the operation—described as 
“clearing their sector and looking for weapons caches”— 
began. 110] 

The Air Weapons Team (AWT) of two Apache AH-64s 
from the 1st Cavalry Division had been requested by 
the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment (2-16), 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Kauzlarich, be¬ 
fore July 12 to support Operation Ilaaj. Tasked to con¬ 
duct escort, armed reconnaissance patrols, counter-IED 
and counter-mortar operations, the two helicopters left 
Camp Taji at 9:24am. They arrived on station in New 
Baghdad at 9:53am, where sporadic attacks on coalition 
forces continued. 1111 


2 Incidents 

2.1 Attack on personnel 

In the video on the morning of July 12, 2007, the crews 
of two United States Army AH-64 Apache helicopters 
observe a gathering of men near a section of Baghdad 
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2 INCIDENTS 



The first part of the video released by WikiLeaks, showing the 
first attack, on a group of men and the second attack, on a van. 
This is 13 minutes of onboard footage from one of the two AH- 
64 Apache helicopters involved in the incident released by Wik¬ 
iLeaks. This video is from the editorialized version of Collateral 
Murder, but has had the editorial removed. (Full audio tran¬ 
script) Other video clips including the full 39-minute footage and 
clips corresponding to the Army report exhibits were also made 
available by WikiLeaks. 

in the path of advancing U.S. ground troops, some with 
AKMs and RPGs. 181,121 The crew estimates the group 
is twenty men. 1131 Among the group are two journal¬ 
ists working for Reuters, Namir Noor-Eldeen and Saeed 
Chmagh. 1811141115111611171 (While the two are carrying me¬ 
dia cards, they are not wearing distinctive clothing iden¬ 
tifying themselves as such.) 1 18 A crew member requests 
authorization to engage after seeing five or six of the men, 
some with AKMs and RPGs moving in the direction of 
U.S. soldiers. 181 A long shadow cast on the ground by a 
telephoto lens on Noor-Eldeen’s camera is misidentified 
by the pilot as an additional RPG aimed at him and a 
U.S. Army humvee directly below his aircraft. One sec¬ 
ond later he screams, “He’s got an RPG!" Noor-Eldeen 
fails to photograph the Apache but three pictures of the 
U.S. Humvee appear on his camera’s memory card when 
it was recovered by U.S. soldiers. The men become ob¬ 
scured behind a building as the Apache moves around 
the group. 181 Expecting an immediate attack on the U.S. 
soldiers, both helicopters strafe a group of ten men with 
30 mm rounds once they became visible again. 17 11811191 
Seven men are killed, including Noor-Eldeen, and three 
others wounded, including Chmagh. 18,1121,151 Once the 
group was eliminated, the Apache pilots direct the ground 
troops to move up to the position of the attack to clear the 
area. 


2.2 Attack on a van 

As the ground troops advanced, a wounded Chmagh 
was seen crawling and attempting to stand on the 
ground. 1811151115112011201 An Apache gunner moved the he¬ 


licopter’s sights onto Chmagh, checked to see if he had 
or was moving towards a weapon but saw none, and ex¬ 
pressed his disappointment because rules of engagement 
prohibited him from firing on an unarmed person who 
posed no threat. As the U.S. soldiers moved towards the 
site of the attack, a van stopped near Chmagh. In the 
van was Saleh Mutashar and his two children Sajad and 
Doaha, age nine and six, whom he was driving to visit 
his brother. 121 1 Mutashar told his children he was going 
to take the injured man to a hospital. 1221 The van had no 
visible markings to suggest it was an ambulance or a pro¬ 
tected vehicle. 1 231 The Apache crew alerted the ground 
troops of the van and requested permission to engage the 
vehicle before the ground troops arrived. The Apache 
crew saw unarmed 1 151 men exit the vehicle and move to 
Chmagh. 18,1 15,1201 The Apache crew requested permis¬ 
sion to engage, stating "... looks like [the men] possi¬ 
bly, picking up bodies and weapons” from the scene, 1 241 
and repeated their request with “Let me engage!" and 
“Come on, let us shoot!", 12511261127112811291 before they re¬ 
ceived permission to open up 30mm fire on the van and 
its occupants. 18111511201 Chmagh was killed 18111511201 along 
with the children’s father and two other men, while the 
two children were injured. 1 221 The young girl suffered 
from a stomach wound and glass in her eyes, and the 
boy a head injury. 130,1311 Just as the van was destroyed, 
U.S. ground troops made their final turn and arrived on 
the road with the van. The Apache crew then alerted the 
ground troops that they believed that they could see an in¬ 
jured child moving around inside the destroyed van. On 
the video, it is then seen that Army soldiers establish a 
perimeter around the site and extract the children from 
the burning van. 

2.3 Attack on a building 

The ground troops that secured the site of the first two 
strikes then receive small arms fire from nearby buildings. 

There is a period of 20 minutes not included on the leaked 
tape. 1321 According to the internal legal review, the heli¬ 
copters engaged a group of armed insurgents, and that 
some were seen entering a nearby building. 1 121 

As the tape resumes, two men, one holding an AK-47, 
are seen walking. They split up and the footage follows 
one who appears to be armed. 1331 He walks into a build¬ 
ing which has been identified as the source of fire at U.S. 
ground troops. They request permission to fire a missile 
at the building, describing it at as “abandoned” or “under 
construction”. The ground controller responds, “If you've 
[positively identified] the individuals in the building with 
weapons, go ahead and engage the building”. As the pilot 
positions the helicopter to attack the building, two un¬ 
armed men walk towards, and perhaps into, the building. 
As the gunner fires the first missile, another man is seen 
walking along the street in front of the building. The mis¬ 
sile hits the building, and the man is caught in the explo¬ 
sion. The crew then reposition the helicopter and fire two 






2.3 Attack on a building 
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more missiles into the upper floors of the building 1341 

2.3.1 Commentary 



Blurry still frames from the leaked video with individuals per¬ 
haps carrying long zoom cameras, weapons and/or plays of 
shadow and light. 1351 

WikiLeaks said in the preface to one of their videos of the 
incident that “some of the men appear to have been armed 
[although] the behavior of nearly everyone was relaxed” 
in the introductory text of the shorter video. 1361 Julian As¬ 
sange said “permission to engage was given before the 
word 'RPG' was ever used”. 1361 Politifact states: “When 
Assange points out in the context of justifying the title 


“Collateral Murder” that the word “RPG” was not used 
until after permission to engage was given, he leaves the 
impression that the soldiers were given the okay to open 
fire on a group of unarmed men, or men believed to be 
unarmed. But the video and accompanying audio make 
clear that the soldiers in the helicopter said they spot¬ 
ted “weapons” among those in the group—later allegedly 
identified by an internal army investigator as an AK-47, 
RPG rounds 1 ’ 71 and 2 RPG launchers, one of which was 
loaded. 11211381 Assange later acknowledged “Based upon 
visual evidence, I suspect there probably were AKs and 
an RPG, but I'm not sure that means anything,” 1231 As¬ 
sange stated that initial attempts to evacuate the wounded 
children to a nearby US military hospital were blocked by 
US military command. 1391 The legal review carried out by 
the US Army states that the two children were evacuated 
to the 28th Combat Support Hospital via Forward Oper¬ 
ating Base Loyalty, then transferred to an Iraqi medical 
facility the next day. 1121 

Fox News said that of the attack “WikiLeaks appears to 
have done selective editing that tells only half the story. 
For instance, the Web site takes special care to slow down 
the video and identify the two photographers and the 
cameras they are carrying. ... The Web site does not 
slow down the video to show that at least one man in that 
group was carrying a rocket-propelled grenade launcher, 
a clearly visible weapon that runs nearly two-thirds the 
length of his body. WikiLeaks also does not point out 
that at least one man was carrying an AK-47 assault rifle. 
He is seen swinging the weapon below his waist while 
standing next to the man holding the RPG.” 1231 

The Guardian stated “It is unclear if some of the men are 
armed but Noor-Eldeen can be seen with a camera”. 1151 
Glenn Greenwald of Salon.com said that “the vast ma¬ 
jority of the men were clearly unarmed”. 1401 Greenwald 
called the second airstrike a “plainly unjustified killing of 
a group of unarmed men carrying away an unarmed, se¬ 
riously wounded man to safety”. 1401 The Australian news¬ 
paper said the group was displaying “no obvious hostile 
action”. 1411 

In The Independent on April 8, 2010, human rights ac¬ 
tivist Joan Smith asserts that the engagements were like 
a game to the helicopter crew. She writes that the co¬ 
pilot urged a dying, unarmed journalist to pick up a 
weapon as he tried to crawl to safety; and claims that 
the footage shows "... the Apache crew opening fire on 
civilians...”. 1421 When the crew were informed that a child 
had been injured by their attack, one initially responded, 
“Ah damn. Oh well”, and a minute later continued, 
“Well, it’s their fault for bringing kids into a battle”. 1421 
Smith describes this reaction as inhuman. She draws par¬ 
allels with soldiers who suffered post-traumatic stress dis¬ 
order in earlier wars. She continues "... the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan are inflicting huge psychological damage 
on combatants”. 1421 In refusing to recognise this, the US 
military fails both its own soldiers and their “victims”. 1421 
Command structures need to be in place to identify “com- 
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batants with serious psychological problems”, 1421 she con¬ 
cludes. 

On Democracy Now!, Josh Stieber, a conscientious ob¬ 
jector who was at the time assigned to Bravo Company 
2-16, said that although it’s natural to “judge or criticize 
the soldiers”, in fact “this is how [they] were trained to 
act”. He said that the debate should be re-framed, that it is 
more appropriate to ask “questions of the larger system” 
that teaches “doing these things is in the best interests of 
my own country”. 1431 In a later interview on the World 
Socialist Web Site, Stieber said that the attack “exposes so 
clearly the fallacy of using war as a tool of foreign policy 
or as a way to supposedly spread 'freedom and democ¬ 
racy' around the world”. 1441 

Ethan McCord, a soldier who arrived on the scene after 
the attack, stated in an interview for the Australian Broad¬ 
casting Corporation: 

From being in the perspective of the 
Apache helicopter crew, I can see where a 
group of men gathering, when there’s a firefight 
just a few blocks away, which I was involved 
in, and they’re carrying weapons, one of which 
is an RPG. ... Their overall mission that day 
was to protect us, to provide support for us, so 
I can see where the initial attack on the group 
of men was warranted. However, personally I 
don’t feel that the attack on the van was war¬ 
ranted. I think that the people could have been 
deterred from doing what they were doing in 
the van by simply firing a few warning shots 
versus completely obliterating the van and its 
occupants. 14511461 

On June 7, 2010, The New Yorker reported that Kristinn 
Hrafnsson, an investigative reporter who worked on 
the Collateral Murder video and has since become a 
spokesman for WikiLeaks, 1471 claimed to have found the 
owner of the building who said that three families had 
been living in there and seven residents had died, includ¬ 
ing his wife and daughter. 1331 The report stated that the 
helicopter crew did not know how many people were in 
the building when they destroyed it with missiles, and that 
“there is evidence that unarmed people have both entered 
and are nearby”. 13 ’ 1 It concludes that an investigating of¬ 
ficer would want to know how the armed men were iden¬ 
tified as combatants from the earlier engagement; would 
question the nature of the collateral-damage estimate car¬ 
ried out by the crew before the missiles were launched; 
and would wish to determine whether a missile attack was 
a proportionate response to the threat. 

A Pentagon spokesman insisted the video did not contra¬ 
dict the official finding that the helicopters’ crew acted 
within the rules of engagement and said that the inquiry 
backed the assessment that the group of men was carrying 
a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG). 1481 


3 2007-2009 coverage 

On the day of the attack the US military reported that 
the two journalists were killed along with nine insurgents, 
and that the helicopter engagement was related to a US 
troop raid force that had been attacked by small-arms fire 
and RPGs. 1491 US forces spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott Bleichwehl later stated: “There is no question that 
coalition forces were clearly engaged in combat opera¬ 
tions against a hostile force”. 1491 

The Washington Post reported it was unclear whether the 
journalists were killed by U.S. fire or by shooting from the 
targeted Iraqis. Captain James Hall stated they couldn't 
drive in Bradleys in fear of running over bodies. Major 
Brent Cummings claimed they took great pains to prevent 
the loss of innocent civilian lives. 1501 

Reuters reported that it could locate no witnesses who had 
seen gunmen in the immediate area. Reuters also stated 
that local police described the attack as “random Amer¬ 
ican bombardment”. 1511 Reuters subsequently asked the 
US military to probe the deaths. They asked for an expla¬ 
nation of the confiscation of the journalists’ two cameras, 
access to the on-board footage and voice communications 
from the helicopters involved, and access to the reports 
of the units involved in the incident, particularly logs of 
weapons taken from the scene. 1511 

The Pentagon blocked an attempt by Reuters to obtain 
the gunsight footage of the incident through the Freedom 
of Information Act. 1151 In a personal statement during 
her court martial, Chelsea Manning (formerly Bradley) 
stated that the military did have access to this informa¬ 
tion, and that it was actively examining it, yet it denied 
access partially on the basis that the information may no 
longer exist. 1521 

An internal legal review by staff at Forward Operating 
Base Loyalty in Iraq during July 2007 stated that the heli¬ 
copters had attacked a number of armed insurgents within 
the rules of engagement, and that in an apparent case of 
civilian casualties two reporters working for Reuters had 
also been killed. The review would not be released in 
full until 2010, after the video of the incident had been 
released by WikiLeaks. 121 

Washington Post reporter David Finkel, who at the time 
was embedded with Bravo Company 2-16 Infantry, later 
covered the incidents of the day in his book. The Good 
Soldiers . 1531 However, this was later disputed by Man¬ 
ning’s personal statements to court. In this statement, 
Manning agrees that parts of Finkel’s account are quoted 
from the same source “verbatim”, yet she asserts that 
other events from the source were clearly fabricated by 
Finkel. 1521 


4 Coverage from 2010 


4.1 


Leaked video footage 


5 


4.1 Leaked video footage 

Early in 2010, the internet leak site WikiLeaks made a 
public request for assistance in decrypting a video it de¬ 
scribed as “US bomb strikes on civihans”, specifically re¬ 
questing access to supercomputer time. 1541 The site stated 
on its Twitter account on January 8, 2010, that it had 
a copy of gunsight footage of the incidents, 1551 and an¬ 
nounced that it would release it by March 21. 1561 The 
footage was released during an April 5 press confer¬ 
ence at the National Press Club, and subsequently under 
a designated website titled “Collateral Murder”. Wik¬ 
iLeaks stated that the footage shows the “murder of Iraqi 
civilians and two Reuters journalists”. i 57 i i 58 l WikiLeaks 
identified the leak’s source as “a number of military 
whistleblowers”. 1391 Speaking to Reuters on condition of 
anonymity, a U.S. Defense official confirmed the authen¬ 
ticity of the leaked audio and video. 171 The military re¬ 
ported that it could not find its copy of the video. 159 * 

WikiLeaks released a 39-minute version, which shows all 
three incidents, and a 17-minute version, which shows 
only the first two incidents. Highlighted in the 17-minute 
version of the video are Noor-Eldeen with a camera and 
Chmagh talking on his mobile phone.* 151 Both videos de¬ 
pict the attack on the van, van driver, and two other men, 
and the aftermath when the two seriously injured chil¬ 
dren were evacuated by US ground forces who arrived on 
the scene. 1391 The longer video shows the third attack, in 
which Hellfire missiles were fired into a building.* 33 * 

4.1.1 WikiLeaks’ rationale for their title of the 
footage 

In an A1 Jazeera English interview on April 19, 2010, 
WikiLeaks’ Julian Assange explained why WikiLeaks ti¬ 
tled the video “Collateral Murder": 

And you can see that they also deliber¬ 
ately target Saaed, a wounded man there on 
the ground, despite their earlier belief that they 
didn’t have the rules of engagement—that the 
rules of engagement did not permit them to kill 
Saeed when he was wounded. When he is res¬ 
cued, suddenly that belief changed. You can 
see in this particular image he is lying on the 
ground and the people in the van have been 
separated, but they still deliberately target him. 

This is why we called it Collateral Murder. In 
the first example maybe it’s collateral exag¬ 
geration or incompetence when they strafe the 
initial gathering, this is recklessness bordering 
on murder, but you couldn’t say for sure that 
was murder. But this particular event—this is 
clearly murder.* 60 * 

Regarding the title Toby Harnden in The Daily Telegraph 
wrote: “Oddly enough, it was Stephen Colbert, ostensibly 


a comedian, who skewered him": 

The army described this as a group that 
gave resistance at the time, that doesn’t seem to 
be happening. But there are armed men in the 
group, they did find a rocket propelled grenade 
among the group, the Reuters photographers 
who were regrettably killed, were not identi¬ 
fied...You have edited this tape, and you have 
given it a title called ‘collateral murder.’ That’s 
not leaking, that’s a pure editorial. 

According to Harnden “Assange admitted that he was 
seeking to manipulate and create 'maximum political 
impact'. ’’t 61 ** 62 ** 63 ** 64 ** 651 Dan Kennedy wrote in The 
Guardian “Even the comedian Stephen Colbert, in an in¬ 
terview with Assange, dropped his rightwing-blowhard 
persona momentarily to make a serious point, calling the 
edited version 'emotional manipulation'".* 66 * 

Bill Keller of The New York Times wrote “But in its zeal 
to make the video a work of antiwar propaganda, Wik¬ 
iLeaks also released a version that didn’t call attention 
to an Iraqi who was toting a rocket-propelled grenade 
and packaged the manipulated version under the tenden¬ 
tious rubric Collateral Murder .”* 4 * The New York Times 
reported that “Critics contend that the shorter video was 
misleading because it did not make clear that the attacks 
took place amid clashes in the neighborhood and that one 
of the men was carrying a rocket-propelled grenade.”* 67 * 

4.1.2 Reactions to the video footage 

Capt. Jack Hanzlik, a spokesman for U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand stated that the airstrike video “gives you a limited 
perspective, [it] only tells you a portion of the activity 
that was happening that day. Just from watching that 
video, people cannot understand the complex battles that 
occurred. You are seeing only a very narrow picture of 
the events.” Hanzlik said images gathered during a mili¬ 
tary investigation of the incident show multiple weapons 
around the dead bodies in the courtyard, including at least 
three RPGs. “Our forces were engaged in combat all that 
day with individuals that fit the description of the men 
in that video. Their age, their weapons, and the fact that 
they were within the distance of the forces that had been 
engaged made it apparent these guys were potentially a 
threat.”* 231 * 68 * Also, WikiLeaks “does not point out that 
at least one man was carrying an AK-47 assault rifle. He 
is seen swinging the weapon below his waist while stand¬ 
ing next to the man holding the RPG”. The Wikileaks 
edited video did not add arrows pointing to these men, 
nor did they label them, as was done with the men carry¬ 
ing cameras. WikiLeaks did, in fact, state “some of the 
men appear to have been armed [although] the behavior 
of nearly everyone was relaxed” in the introductory text 
of the shorter video.* 36 * In an interview with Lox News 
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Assange acknowledged that “it’s likely some of the indi¬ 
viduals seen in the video were carrying weapons”. He 
explained, “based upon visual evidence I suspect there 
probably were AKs and an RPG, but I'm not sure that 
means anything. ... Nearly every Iraqi household has a ri¬ 
fle or an AK. Those guys could have just been protecting 
their area”. Fox News later stated that “although it could 
be argued AK-47 rifles are common household items, 
RPGs are not”. A draft version of the video WikiLeaks 
produced made reference to the AK-47s and RPGs, but 
WikiLeaks said that ultimately they became unsure about 
the RPG, believing the long object could have been a 
camera tripod, so they decided not to point it out in the 
released version. 1231 

US Defense Secretary Robert Gates criticised WikiLeaks 
for releasing the video without providing any context. 
“These people can put out anything they want, and they're 
never held accountable for it. There’s no before and 
there’s no after”. Gates remarked that the video pro¬ 
vides the public a view of warfare “as seen through a soda 
straw.” 1691 Gates stated: “They're in a combat situation. 
The video doesn't show the broader picture of the firing 
that was going on at American troops. It’s obviously a 
hard thing to see. It’s painful to see, especially when you 
learn after the fact what was going on. But you—you 
talked about the fog of war. These people were operating 
in split second situations.” [10][701 

The New Yorker praised its release, calling it “a striking 
artifact—an unmediated representation of the ambigui¬ 
ties and cruelties of modern warfare”. [3] Julian Assange 
said “it’s ludicrous to allege that we have taken anything 
out of context in this video”. [23] 

Daniel Ellsberg, a former United States military analyst 
best known for leaking the Pentagon Papers to the media, 
said of the airstrike: 

It would be interesting to have someone 
speculate or tell us exactly what context would 
lead to justifying the killing that we see on the 
screen. As the killing goes on, you obviously 
would see the killing of men who are lying on 
the ground in an operation where ground troops 
are approaching and perfectly capable of tak¬ 
ing those people captive, but meanwhile you’re 
murdering before the troops arrive. That’s a vi¬ 
olation of the laws of war and of course what 
the mainstream media have omitted from their 
stories is this context. 1711 

Gabriel Schoenfeld, Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute 
said of the airstrike:. 

It is precisely the presence of weapons, in¬ 
cluding RPGs, that goes a long distance toward 
explaining why cameramen for Reuters— 
pointing television cameras around corners in 
a battle zone—were readily mistaken by our 


gunships for insurgents. The video makes plain 
that in this incident, as in almost all military 
encounters in both Iraq and Afghanistan, our 
soldiers are up against forces that do not wear 
uniforms—a violation of international law pre¬ 
cisely because it places innocent civilians in 
jeopardy. 

Responsibility for civilian deaths in such 
encounters rests with those who violate the 
rules of war. The Wikileaks videos also do not 
reveal the hundreds upon hundreds of cases in 
which American forces refrain from attacking 
targets precisely because civilians are in harm’s 
way. [72] 

4.2 Subsequent mainstream media cover¬ 
age 

Publicity of the incident ballooned following the release 
of the footage. The event was covered by A1 Jazeera 
English, RT |731 and Reuters, 171 and was also followed 
by organizations including The Washington Past, 174 The 
New York Times, ® The Christian Science Monitor J 75 ' the 
BBC, [58] and CNN. [19] 

Assange stated that some of the press had not reported on 
the third airstrike, in which three Hellfire missiles were 
fired onto an apartment complex, which only appears in 
the longer unedited version of the two videos. 1201 

In an interview on NPR on April 6th, the day after the 
Collateral Murder video release, David Finkel pointed out 
that the Reuters reporters were not embedded with any¬ 
one, but working independently. He also gave his view of 
the context of the killings: 

the Reuters guys walked into the hottest 
spot of a very hot morning. There had been 
running gun battles. There had been a lot 
of RPG, grenade fire and so on, and they 
were doing what journalists do. They heard 
about something, they came to it and they just 
wanted—from everything I've learned since, 
they were just there to get that side of the 
story. |76] 

Finkel had reported the day in his book. The Good Sol¬ 
diers}^' including conversations which closely matched 
the subsequently leaked video footage. On the same 
day as the NPR interview, Finkel was asked how he 
had gotten a chance to see the unedited video and 
whether WikiLeaks had shown it to him. He re¬ 
sponded, “I hadn't heard of WikiLeaks before yesterday. 
I based the account in my book on multiple sources, all 
unclassified”. 1771 WikiLeaks co-founder Julian Assange 
said that Finkel had seen the video and that at least one in¬ 
dividual at the offices of the Washington Post had a copy 
of the video for at least a year, prior to its release by 
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WikiLeaks. 1711 The Washington Post has denied having 
any copy of the unedited video prior to WikiLeaks re¬ 
lease of their edited version, and Finkel (who was on book 
leave from the Washington Post at the time) has said that 
he has never made any statement about his sources for the 
story, except that it was “sourced [...] from unclassified 
information and my presence in the area that day”. 1781 


4.2.1 Interviews with Ethan McCord 

Ethan McCord, the soldier seen in the video carrying the 
injured boy, recalled in an interview on The Marc Steiner 
Show that on arrival at the scene, “The first thing I did was 
run up to the van After attending the girl’s wounds 
and handing her to a medic, McCord was ordered to take 
position on the roof but he returned to the van to find 
the boy moving his hand. “I grabbed him and ran to the 
Bradley myself”. McCord states he was yelled at for not 
“pulling security.” “The first thing I thought of ... was my 
children at home”. He later sought help for psychological 
trauma, but was ridiculed by his NCO and told that if he 
were to go to the mental health officer, “there would be 
repercussions”. 1791 

McCord discussed his experience in the battle in an inter¬ 
view with the World Socialist Web Site on April 28, 2010, 
stating, “What happened then was not an isolated inci¬ 
dent. Stuff like that happens on a daily basis in Iraq.” 1801 
McCord also recalled being ordered to “kill every moth¬ 
erfucker on the street” in the event of an attack on their 
convoy. Describing doubts over his initial enthusiasm in 
Iraq, McCord said that “I didn’t understand why people 
were throwing rocks at us, why I was being shot at and 
why we’re being blown up, when I have it in my head that 
I was here to help these people. ... The first real serious 
doubt, where I could no longer justify to myself being 
in Iraq or serving in the Army, was on that day in July 
2Q07.” 1801 In this interview, McCord reports that reper¬ 
cussions for seeking mental health help could include be¬ 
ing labeled as a "malingerer,” a crime under U.S. military 
law. 1801 

McCord requested mental health assistance following his 
experiences in July 12, but was told by his superior offi¬ 
cers to “get the sand out of [his] vagina” and to “suck it 
up and be a soldier.” 1811 

When interviewed by Wired , McCord stated that he sup¬ 
ported Wikileaks in releasing the video, with some qual¬ 
ifications: “When it was first released I don’t think it was 
done in the best manner that it could have been. They 
were stating that these people had no weapons whatso¬ 
ever, that they were just carrying cameras. In the video, 
you can clearly see that they did have weapons ... to the 
trained eye.” McCord added, “I don’t say that Wikileaks 
did a bad thing, because they didn't. ... I think it is good 
that they’re putting this stuff out there. I don’t think that 
people really want to see this, though, because this is war. 
... It’s very disturbing.” 1821 


James Spione has made a short documentary film about 
the airstrikes called Incident in New Baghdad, featur¬ 
ing a first-person account from Ethan McCord. It was 
nominated as a Documentary Short Subject for the 84th 
Academy Awards. 1831 

In an interview with Russia Today, McCord stated that he 
became suicidal after the incident, and attempted suicide 
on two occasions. 1841 

5 Arrest, convictions and sentenc¬ 
ing of Manning 

Main articles: Chelsea Manning and United States v. 
Manning 

In May 2010, a 22-year-old American Army intelligence 
analyst, Chelsea Manning (then Bradley) was arrested 
after telling Adrian Lamo he had leaked the airstrike 
video, along with a video of another airstrike and around 
260,000 diplomatic cables, to WikiLeaks. 18511861 The 
chats between Manning and Lamo were revealed to the 
public by Wired . [87] 

As of June 7, 2011, Manning had not yet been formally 
charged. 18511861 Instead Manning was held under a “Pre¬ 
vention of Injury” assignment until April 2011, which 
Daniel Ellsberg, source of the 1971 released Pentagon Pa¬ 
pers, and David House, founder of the Private Manning 
Support Network, called “no-touch torture”. House said 
this caused Manning to “degrade over time—physically, 
mentally, and emotionally.” Dennis Kucinich and Daniel 
Ellsberg compared the treatment to what happened inside 
the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq (e.g., nudity, isolation, ha¬ 
rassment, sleep-deprivation). 18811891190119111921 

Manning said that the diplomatic documents exposed 
“almost criminal political back dealings” and that they 
explained “how the First World exploits the Third, in 

detail”. 19311941 

WikiLeaks said “allegations in Wired that we have been 
sent 260,000 classified US embassy cables are, as far as 
we can tell, incorrect”. 1941 WikiLeaks said they were un¬ 
able to confirm whether or not Manning was actually the 
source of the video, stating “we never collect personal in¬ 
formation on our sources”, but saying also that “if [Man¬ 
ning is the] whistleblower then, without doubt, he’s a na¬ 
tional hero” 1941 and “we have taken steps to arrange for 
his protection and legal defence”. 1851 

On February 28, 2013, Manning pleaded guilty to 10 of 
the 22 specified charges. Military judge Colonel Denise 
Lind accepted the guilty pleas, for which Manning faced 
up to 20 years in prison. Manning did not plead guilty to 
the most significant charge of aiding the enemy. 1951 

Manning acknowledged having provided archives of mil¬ 
itary and diplomatic files to WikiLeaks. The mate- 
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rial leaked included videos of airstrikes in Iraq and 
Afghanistan in which civilians were killed, logs of mil¬ 
itary incident reports, assessment files of detainees held 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and a quarter-million cables 
from American diplomats stationed around the world. 
Manning read a statement recounting how she joined the 
military, became an intelligence analyst in Iraq, decided 
that certain files should become known to the American 
public to prompt a wider debate about foreign policy, 
downloaded them from a secure computer network and 
then ultimately uploaded them to WikiLeaks. 1961 

The trial on the remaining charges began on June 3, 
2013. 1971 It went to the judge on July 26, 2013, and find¬ 
ings were rendered on July 30. [98 ' [991 Manning was ac¬ 
quitted of the most serious charge, that of aiding the 
enemy, for giving secrets to WikiLeaks. In addition 
to five' 100 " 101 " 102 ' or six' 103 " 104 " 105 ' espionage counts, 
she was also found guilty of five theft specifications, 
two computer fraud specifications and multiple military 
infractions. 11061 

On August 21, 2013, Manning was sentenced to 35 years’ 
imprisonment, reduction in rank from Private First Class 
to Private, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and a dis¬ 
honorable discharge. 11071 She may be eligible for parole 
after serving one third of the sentence, and together with 
credits for time served and good behavior could be re¬ 
leased after eight years.' 108 " 109 " 110 ' 


6 Legality of the attacks 

In an June 7, 2010, article in The New Yorker, Raffi 
Khatchadourian addressed several issues involved in de¬ 
termining the legality of the attacks, including “pro¬ 
portionality”, “positive identification” (“reasonable cer¬ 
tainty” that the target has hostile intent), and “the 
treatment of casualties during an ongoing military 
operation”. 10111 Mark Taylor, an expert on international 
law and a director at the Fafo Institute for International 
Studies in Norway, has stated that there is “a case to be 
made that a war crime may have been committed”. 1112 ' 
An article in Gawker stated that Reuters reporter Luke 
Baker had written an article claiming that the airstrikes 
may have been war crimes, but the editor in chief of 
Reuters declined to run the story. 1113 ' 

6.1 Military legal review 

On April 5, 2010, the same day as the release of the video 
footage by WikiLeaks, the United States Central Com¬ 
mand, which oversees the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
released a collection of documents including two inves¬ 
tigative reports.' 2 " 11 ' Pentagon officials told the Reuters 
news agency that US military lawyers were reviewing 
the video and could reopen an investigation into the 
incident,' 59 ' but said more recently that there are no plans 


to reopen the investigation.' 114 ' 

The report states that at least two members of the group 
which were first fired on were armed, that two RPGs 
and one AKM or AK-47 rifle could be seen in the he¬ 
licopter video, and that these weapons were picked up by 
the follow-up U.S. ground troops. The report concludes 
that the Reuters employees were in the company of armed 
insurgents. It also states that “The cameras could easily 
be mistaken for slung AK-47 or AKM rifles, especially 
since neither cameraman is wearing anything that iden¬ 
tifies him as media or press”.' 8 ' The report recommends 
encouraging journalists in Iraq to wear special vests to 
identify themselves, and to keep the U.S. military updated 
about their whereabouts. It claimed reporters’ “furtive at¬ 
tempts to photograph the Coalition Ground Forces made 
them appear as hostile combatants”.' 115 " 116 ' 

6.1.1 Incident according to the report 

• “Cameramen and armed insurgents” (all captions 
from the Army report) 

• “Insurgents with RPG and AKM weapons” 

• “Cameraman peering around corner of wall” 

• “Pictures taken by ground forces after reaching the 
site” 

Attack on personnel and a van per US Army re¬ 
port account According to the U.S. Army investiga¬ 
tion report released by the United States Central Com¬ 
mand, the engagement started at 10:20 Iraqi local time 
and ended at 10:41. A unit from Bravo Company 2- 
16 was within 100 meters of the individuals that were 
fired upon with 30mm AH-64 Apache cannons. The 
company was charged with clearing their sector of any 
small armed forces, and had been under fire from small 
arms and rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs). The com¬ 
pany was supported by two Apache helicopters from the 
1st Cavalry Division's Aviation Brigade, callsigns “Crazy- 
horse 1/8” and “Crazyhorse 1/9”. Two men were iden¬ 
tified by Crazyhorse 1/8 as carrying an RPG launcher 
and an AKM or AK-47. When the cameraman on the 
ground aimed his camera in the direction of Bravo Com¬ 
pany 2-16, a pilot remarked “He’s getting ready to fire”. 
An Apache maneuvered around a building to get a clear 
field of fire and shot all nine men, killing eight. A passing 
van then stopped and attempted to load a wounded man. 
After getting permission to fire, the Apache crew fired on 
the van. When Bravo Company arrived at the scene, they 
reported finding two RPGs and an AK-47 or AKM. They 
also found two Canon EOS digital cameras with tele¬ 
photo lenses. Two children were found in the van, a four- 
year-old girl with gunshot wounds and embedded wind¬ 
screen glass wounds and an eight-year-old boy with mul¬ 
tiple wounds, including brain damage arising from shrap¬ 
nel damage to his right temporal lobe. Both children were 
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said to have been evacuated to the 28th Combat Support 
Hospital via Forward Operating Base Loyalty, then trans¬ 
ferred to an Iraqi medical facility the next day. 1 121 This ac¬ 
count of first bringing the wounded children to the Com¬ 
bat Support Hospital appears to be contradicted by orders 
by radio that form part of the video record, which forbids 
it and orders that the children be handed over to local 
police. 11171 

While the Air Weapons Team was providing support at 
the first engagement area they were informed by ground 
troops that they were receiving small arms fire from the 
south/southwest. The crew for Crazyhorse 1/8 then lo¬ 
cated multiple individuals with weapons about 400 me¬ 
ters east of coalition forces and was given clearance to 
engage the targets. However, the co-pilot/gunner then 
observed a child and some other non-combatants in the 
vicinity of the individuals and decided to hold off on the 
engagement until the non-combatants were clear. After 
the non-combatants were clear Crazyhorse 1/8 engaged 
the targets. The crew for Crazyhorse 1/9 could not engage 
due to target obfuscation from buildings and dust. 1 121 

The team observed several individuals from this group, 
some possibly wounded, run into a large multistory build¬ 
ing. The co-pilot/gunner for Crazyhorse 1/9 spotted three 
individuals near this building get into a red SUV and drive 
away to the west. For about 5 to 10 minutes the team di¬ 
verted its attention to this vehicle. However, according 
to the co-pilot for Crazyhorse 1/8 they failed to positively 
identify the occupants as combatants and returned to the 
previous engagement area. 1121 

Attack on building per US Army report account 

The events between the attack on the van and the attack 
on the building (approximately 30 minutes) were not cap¬ 
tured on the leaked video footage. 11181 The military did 
not include the attack on the building in their report. 1331 

Julian Assange’s comments regarding US Army re¬ 
port Assange responded to the investigation report 
released by the Army in an interview with Democracy 
Now!, stating that “the tone and language is all about 
trying to find an excuse for the activity. ... It’s very 
clear that that is the approach, to try and find any mech¬ 
anism to excuse the behavior, and that is what ended 
up happening”. 1201 Assange also stated that the building 
attacked by missiles was not abandoned, and that Wik¬ 
iLeaks had evidence that “there were three families living 
in that apartment complex, many of whom were killed, 
including women”. 1201 

7 Awards 

In May 2011 the Barcelona Human Rights Film Festi¬ 
val awarded the investigative film Collateral murder, Hell- 
fire, done by Kristinn Hrafnsson, Wikileaks spokesper¬ 


son, and Ingi Ingason, with the award for International 
Journalism and Human Rights. 11 191 

In June 2011 the Federation of German Scientists 
(VDW) awarded the “Whistleblower Award” to the per¬ 
son who made the video “Collateral Murder” public via 
WikiLeaks. 1120111211 


8 Media representations 

• Incident in New Baghdad a 2011 Oscar-nominated 
short documentary film about the Baghdad airstrike. 

• Documentary: Permission to Engage: Collateral 
Murder through the eyes of victims’ families. 11221 

• Street art representation (including audio) by 
Banksy, October 9, 2013. Part of Banksy’s Better 
Out Than In month-long artwork series on the streets 
of New York City. 11231 
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